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If youwereto
cut Matt’s heart
open, there'd be
truffles and foie
gras. That's
what's brought
him happiness.
That's what's
brought

him success.

duck livers with yam purée and fried prosciutto, described the
yaung chef's food as eclectic, "Sydniy’s answer to Cal-ltal = w
call it Mod-Med"
vears later, the 1996 Sydney
Guide named il the year's basl new resta

Industry heawyweights dook o him. Meil Pery spofted his
star early, de scusRdor a scragaly pomtall
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Moran has colle xchic bu
along the way, restaurant foflk such as M

weled an ed

amnd
Gordon Rarnsay, whom he mel at: Moone's buek’s night In |
England, bul also Stverchairs Daniel Johns and artist

Fantauzzo. Il th
tadend, hard wark and, more often than not, an appre

Valenting, the wiiler, broadcaster
nughyy league team, ‘as “blokey — he's gat a blokey motortike,
he does blokey worouts”, Anather mate, INXS's Kirk Pengilly
58ys Simply, "He's a coundry boy al heart,

"One thing about Matt is thal e is a peopie person” says
wile Sarah Hopkins, “That is a big part of why he enjoys doing
lre televiskon studl, We'll sit ever dinner with him tefling me what
a greal guy the scundie is”

Two words dominate any chat about Moran:

“genemsity”

and “feyalty”. Family comes first - mum Carolyne. a beautician :

anel hairdresger (she and Jim split more than a decade ago),
has a special window lable at Aria — but friends, too, are vitally
imponant. Many have a story to el about how
come to thelr escue. Chef Simon Sandal
Moran helped him buy his first home: |
day and he med around and said, “Mate, go and pick up you

When Morans gt Polts Polnl openad live
¢ Moming Herald Geod Food :

1 of close Friands :

2 Is a common thread with his friendships. it's
xciation for
speed (Moran's garage |s stacked with Ducatis). Friend James
and musician, describes |
Moran, an avid-supporter of the St George-lilawans Dragons :

Moran has
recalls the tme :
walkad into work one |

i heys" Moore IE.’I"'1(:‘Ir‘|)':"S- haw, when he was holed up in Royal
Morth Shore Hosplilal after his stroke, Moran would personady
detivar him snapper from the Ara kitchen. But Maran's loyalty
yE. "As long as you're loval, you'e in,” says Mooe
‘As soon as you step outside that circle, you're gone
i this; " you cmss him, hell cut you”

runs Both

Anotier

oran's charm and a rmescusial ability 1o switch to

the starner roba of colic have ensured his success in

V's cooking-competition genre a
ah in Heal in the Kichen, he proved a natural [udge on
Channal Seven's My Restaurant Rules and gave a heiplul prod
o wayward restaurateurs on Channel Nine's The Chopoing
Block. It was inevilable hat the genre's |uggermaut, MastarChel,
would 2coop him up for 2011, and be is koking forweard lo mone
me in his whites as a mentor this seasan,

He has always been recogrisable - TV critic Ruth Ritchie, a
iend, descnbes him as “viswaly obvious, a Bghthousa® — bot
the past few years of Blevision exposure have brought him the
fame usually resensed for aclors and singers. How ha handles
It depends on whom you ask “I'm sure be enjoys I1° says
brother Anthory. Kirk Pangilly, who has had some experience
ol the imefight, says, “Malt's very comfortable with lame.”

Speaking wilh Moran, you aren’t so sure. He's great n 2
crowd lke at Victor Churchili's, and he tweals his 14, 500-phus
Twitter followers incessantly - “Cn a plane back to syd! And
siting next to #leosayer whal a2 legend!” Bul there ane
drawbacks: drunks hassling him inairport tax lines and a “sexy
chel™ label that irks. " know there's some sorl of appeal thens.
Girls fawn over you when they gel a phola - they can get a
phote straight on or turm-and by their boobs Into you. Years ago
| was asked o do that Clec [Bachelor of the Year| thing or
whatever, bul there's no way” In the end, It is what it is. *You're
Ecagnised, 5o yau st deal with it

While he tolerslas the spotiight, he increasingly wanls his
farmily out of it. His lrst cookbook, Matt Moran, leatured piclues
ol his kids; his second, When | Gef Home, had fewer; his latest
has none. He sings his wife's praises - report that
the half-Amercan Hopkins, a lawyer at the Aboriginal Legal
Sanvice in Sydney and author of two. navels, passed the New
York bar exam at 23 and is the granddaughter of foqmer LS
presicent Franklin Rot s ¢
but s less willlng 1o talk abold th
The Austrakian Wormen's Weeakly last year thal his schedule ha
an impact, saying Hopkmns told him ona night, "W's just all s1|‘.|D.Il
what's happening amund. you and [m leefing a bt onehy.”

a huge trade-off when you mun 8 successhs
says fiend Anthony Puharch, CED of meat
Meal “Is somelhing that weighs on Matt
quite heavily.” Moran, whose chifdren's names are inkad onto
s biceps, says ii's "gama on® when he's home.

So why not just slow down? Puhanch says his mate fs driven
by his passion for food. “iF you were o cul Malts Qe
there'd be truffes and fole gras. Thats what's Bsought him
happiness. That's whal’s brought him success” Moore says
maney 15 g tacton, and Maran does enjoy the finer things in lifi:
ski lrips 1o Aspen, (he Ducatis and, as fiends nobe, a love of
shopping, particulady for designer weistwalches. The “rags” al
thee start of his rise 1o 6o als0 play a part, *He makes jokes
about his schialing bul he has 2 strong sense that he miszed

an something ... that ha had to come up from behind,” says
Haopking. "Oul of that came an extracndinary work ethic.”

5l epo? "'s ego thal makes me want o go to MNew ¥
na's no dquestion about that,” Moran says of his dreams 1o
Bul | dont need & million places with
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room of La Beille Helena, he wasnt so-sure abolt Malh Moran
He remembers looking the big guy up and down and thinking,
‘I he going to have the drive i do this job?" Bul he decided
you on trial fora
He remembears 15-year-cid Matt
aity; “That won't be necessan” he
ou won't be disappointed,” (5)

e

i, Pl ot

o ghve him & chance | =ai

coupla of days thig weakend,

Moran's response vany




